               Musical Theatre – Yes Please!
   Sid Sidebottom

· Musical Theatre – synthesis of singing, dancing and acting.

· There is traditionally a hierarchy of events in musical theatre:

· Speak, sing and dance or dialogue. As emotions are heightened, the dramatic moment is intensified – characters have to break into song. This is what distinguishes musical theatre from other theatre. This heightened emotion is what makes musical theatre so special and so exhilarating.

· Good acting is about truth. But, can you find the truth in a character who sings when he is sad, dances to get a boy to go with her, or is a cat?

· In musical theatre, truth and the logic of everyday reality are often completely separate, which can make this the most difficult kind of acting. Yet, audiences willingly suspend doubts and disbelief in order to feel the passion, joy, humor and pain of these musical stories ( for stories they are) because logic has very little to do with why audiences are drawn to musicals. Catharsis, escapism or just a desire  for entertainment and emotional engagement, whatever, musical theatre can take an audience to places that few other experiences can claim.
· Like anything worth enjoying and experiencing, musical theatre is demanding and challenging. It demands skills in a variety of areas involving voice, movement, gesture and posture. It also demands interpretive skills, great teamwork, collaboration, communication skills, a willingness to co-operate, and enormous commitment. 
· Clearly, to enjoy a widespread experience within musical theatre, an individual needs to train in and demonstrate ( hopefully master!) proficiency in singing ( music), acting, and movement (choreography). Each of these areas requires training both within and outside a theatre production or season. Honing these skills is a constant if one hopes to advance their musical theatre career – whether amateur  or professional. 
· There is a production coming to town and you want to be in it. So, what do you need to do to get in it? What will happen when you are successful? What happens when your production goes on? 

· In other words: Auditions; Rehearsals; Performance. 

