                                  Bad Girls – A Musical Riot

                                       Information Sheet

Bad Girls is a musical with a book by Maureen Chadwick and Ann McManus and music and lyrics by Kath Gotts. It is based on the popular UK ITV1 prison drama series, Bad Girls, and was first staged as a musical in 2006-07. 
To date, our 2012 production of Bad Girls, will be the Australian premiere!
Given it is set in a women’s prison; Bad Girls is essentially a musical about and for females.

It is contemporary, topical, and controversial in places. It will be challenging in a variety of ways.

It deals with a range of issues and adult themes ranging from mistaken dreams, fateful decision-making, bullying, corruption, and love, to good and evil. Although some of its themes are stark and relatively confronting in places it is also comical, ribald and, in some parts, fantastic!  Overall, it is optimistic and one is left feeling this – musically and in fact. Being somewhat ‘soapish’ it can get away with much!

DCS has well demonstrated that we can offer different styles of musical theatre. It is becoming clearer that our audiences will seek out and support more contemporary production. Just as A Slice of Saturday Night, Sweeney Todd and recently the zany Urinetown have broken new ground for the Society and our audiences, the reputation of DCS for producing quality shows will see Bad Girls enhance this reputation and become another ground breaking musical experience both for us and our audiences. What better place to start its journey in Australia than with DCS!  
The music varies between some beautiful ballads, a freedom anthem and delicate ensemble work, to big show time numbers involving song and dance, as well as some driving rock style songs. It literally is a musical ‘riot’ at the end of Act I. The music is challenging for the orchestra and singers and has enough variety to cater for the full range of musical styles both for the players, musicians and the audience.
Most of the players are principals and will need to be able to characterize and sing well, both as individual characters and as part of an ensemble. Each role will be challenging.  All inmates will be individually characterized and the ensemble involvement and character work will be crucial. The ensemble will be a feature of our production. The Ensemble can be increased if required and appropriate.
The cast can be 15 to 20+ strong with at least 2-5 males who make up the prison guards and governor.
                                          Synopsis of the show

Bad Girls – The Musical  is set in the fictional H.M.Prison, Larkhall. It’s the story of new idealistic Wing Governor Helen Stewart and her battles with the entrenched and nasty old guard of Officer Jim Fenner and his sidekick Sylvia Hollamby. It also follows the love story that develops between Helen and charismatic inmate Nikki Wade. Other featured characters include Shell Dockley and her runner Denny Blood, old-timer Noreen Biggs, The Two Julies and the ultimate Top Dog, King-of-Gangland’s missus, Yvonne Atkins.
A tragic death on the wing – in which Jim Fenner is implicated – leads to an angry protest from the women and forces Helen and Nikki to their opposite sides of the bars. But when it’s clear that Helen stands to lose her job over Jim Fenner’s misdeeds, the race is on for the women to nail Jim once and for all. 
The Number One (the Governor) likes a quiet life and has always felt that the “old boys network” is the best way of sorting things out to his satisfaction. The appointment of Helen Stewart as Wing Governor has been imposed upon him and grudgingly accepted. But it wouldn’t take much briefing against her for him to recommend her swift removal from Larkhall. And so the plot thickens on all sides of and between the bars!!

Musical Numbers

   I Shouldn't Be Here -   Principals & Ensemble
   Guardian Angel
-   Denny, Shel, Rachel
   Jailcraft

-   Jim & Sylvia
   One Moment

-    Nicki
   Life of Grime

-    2 Julies & Ensemble
   A List


-    Yvonne  & Ensemble
   The Key

-    Jim, Shel & Rachel
   That's the Way It Is
-    Ensemble
    Freedom Road
-    Crystal & Ensemble
   The Future Is Bright -    Jim, Sylvia & Ensemble
   Sorry


-     Julie Saunders
   Every Night

-     Helen & Nicki
   All Banged Up
-     Yvonne & the 2 Julies (Ensemble?)
   The Baddest & 
-     Yvonne, Denny, Nicki, Shel, Justin & 
    the Best                          Ensemble
    First Lady

-     Shel & Jim
    Baddest & the Best  (Reprise) -     Shel
    This Is My Life
-     Principals & Ensemble
Some Character Outlines

Yvonne Atkins (F) -Yvonne’s as tough as nails; a working-class girl made rich through gangland boss Charlie’s criminal gains. She’s intimidating, ruthless and glamorous. When she arrives at Larkhall she makes a huge impression on the other women and wastes no time in taking over the Top Dog position from Shell Dockley. She’s also warm and generous and a force for good against G-Wing’s bullies – officers and inmates alike. 

A pivotal character role requiring very good acting and singing skills – needs a wow factor!

Nikki Wade (F)- Most of the inmates on G-Wing look up to Nikki. Before her conviction Nikki used to run a nightclub with her girlfriend. She’s intelligent and street-wise with a strong sense of natural justice because of the injustice she herself has suffered. She’s no one’s fool and she easily sees through the likes of corrupt officer Jim Fenner. But she doesn’t always help her own case by being too quick to fly off the handle. 
A very significant role requiring very good acting and singing skills – a challenging character ranging from independent loner-type to sensitive, loyal friend.

Denny Blood (F)- Despite her tough exterior, Denny’s upbringing has left her desperate for love and attention, making her very easy to manipulate – and that’s something Shell Dockley is expert at doing.  Denny is Shell’s “fixer” and not being the sharpest knife in the drawer she’s always willing to do Shell’s bidding without question. One day, however, she’s going to have to find a voice of her own…
A strong character role requiring good singing and acting skills – an angry ‘wounded child’ character-type.

Shell Dockley (F)- Before sentencing Shell to life, the judge presiding over her trial described her as “evil personified”, a tag she never has a problem living up to. Whether it’s taxing another inmate for her drugs stash or the intimidation of a weaker prisoner, Shell displays an equal amount of cunning and ruthlessness to get her own way. She considers herself Jim Fenner’s right-hand woman and trades on the special privileges she gets for “services rendered”.
A very significant role requiring very good singing and acting skills – the opposite to and the adversary of Nikki Wade. An extroverted character!

Justin Mattison (M) - Justin is a new junior officer, a fresh young puppy dog who really does want to do good, and thinks that Helen is absolutely perfect, not only as Wing Governor, but maybe even something more...

Bursting with integrity and rather shy, Justin is easily teased by the older women prisoners in particular. But, Justin is not for moving!
A significant role requiring good acting skills – a role for a younger male.

Noreen Biggs (F) - Recidivist old-timer Noreen regularly gets itchy fingers in the shops and can’t resist the thrill of picking up a few treats. As time’s gone on she’s more at home in prison than anywhere else and she’s been round the system so many times she knows exactly how to play it to her advantage. Noreen loves a “bit of bother” and is always ready to stoke a fight from the sidelines.
A good character role requiring good acting skills – a more mature female character. 

 
Crystal Gordon (F)- As a self proclaimed ‘bible-bashing’ Christian, Crystal often takes a critical view of her fellow inmates and believes that the prison regime is too soft – especially where drugs are concerned.  She can be self-righteous and totally blind to her own self-contradictions and often comical as a result. But at heart she’s a kind and caring person who does believe in standing up for what’s right.
A significant character role requiring very good acting and singing skills – a major ballad to open Act II.  A somewhat complicated younger character.

Sylvia Hollomby (F) - As far as Sylvia is concerned “happiness is door-shaped” and it would make her life a hell of a lot easier if prisoners were just kept locked in their cells 24/7. She admires Jim Fenner immensely, and shares his conviction that the Wing Governor job should have gone to him instead of to Helen Stewart. She is, however, blind to the full extent of Jim’s misdemeanors with the prisoners, and would be genuinely shocked if she knew.
A major character role as the sidekick of Fenner requiring very good acting and singing skills. Is nearing retirement age!
Rachel Hicks (F) - When Rachel arrives at Larkhall as a first time offender she’s scared and isolated and distraught about the fact that her baby has been taken into care. She’s got “victim” written all over her and is easy prey for prison bully Shell Dockley. She naively trusts Jim Fenner to look after her, but soon discovers that his “special attention” isn’t quite the sort of protection she had imagined.
A good character role requiring very good acting skills and singing – a nervy, lost and trusting soul, young and vulnerable.

 Jim Fenner (M) - Jim’s a man who likes to run things in prison his own way, rather than by the book, and he’ll use whatever means necessary. He can easily justify his “pastoral” role with prisoners; the women have come on strong to him, he’s got what they need and he’s happy to give it to them. So where’s the harm? His unholy alliance with Shell Dockley keeps him in the picture about what’s happening on the wing as well as providing some “on the job” recreation.
A pivotal role requiring very good singing and acting skills with the ability to dance (tap!) – a character who is the very opposite of what he appears.

Helen Stewart (F) - As a graduate ‘fast-tracker’, Helen is held in contempt by old hands such as Fenner and Hollamby who both firmly believe that there is no substitute for experience and “jailcraft”. She’s idealistic and genuinely concerned about the welfare of the inmates in her care, but good intentions aren’t always enough to win the battle. She soon realises the old guard doesn’t play fair and if she’s going to beat them she’ll need friends in low places... 
A pivotal role requiring very good acting and singing skills – a role full of character, sensitivity and presence.
Julie Saunders & Julie Johnston (The Two Julies)(FX2) -The Julies have taken the same name and styled themselves as a sisterly double act. They’ll always be there for each another and that’s their lifeline for surviving prison. Both are mums, and it was trying to make ends meet for their children that drove them into prostitution in the first place. Julie S has a son, David, whose private education is paid for with the proceeds from her life of crime. They’ve got hearts of gold and will always help a friend in need.
Strong character roles requiring good singing and acting skills – significant ensemble songs with Julie S singing a major solo. 

The Governor (M) – on top of the prison tree and the old-boy network. Forever the ‘yes’ man for the prison department, he is prepared to do things behind Helen’s back and in league with Fenner. Not one to carry the can however, the Governor survives on self-interest and doing whatever is necessary to curry favour.
An interesting walk on role for an older male requiring good character acting sills.
4 - 5 ensemble characters (F) will be required to have good acting, singing and dancing skills – each will be an individual character and will feature in the majority of songs and scenes.

Auditions

Please view a more detailed general discussion about auditions by Sid Sidebottom on the Society’s Web Site.
Bad Girls is played by a relatively small cast – a cast that needs the ability to play individual character roles, sing well, change roles from the realistic to the fantastical, and to dance. This will require enthusiasm and energy. 
Auditions will test singing, dancing and character skills. 

Please view the character notes above to get some idea of the various roles available and what type of character traits may be applicable.
Please prepare a song that you feel comfortable with, that demonstrates the full range of your voice and provides you with an opportunity to demonstrate ‘character’ – that is, highlights your voice and ability to sell the song and yourself.

Please dress appropriately so that you can demonstrate an ability to dance – hence, wear appropriate footwear.
Please be on time and warm up beforehand.

Auditions will be held in camera.

Director - Sid Sidebottom, Musical Director - Petrina Jahnz, and Choreographer - Liz Viney will conduct auditions.
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